Making Disciples for Jesus, Encouraging
Lifelong Learning, and Valuing Students in a
Nurturing Community

I

Great Things
are Happening at
Belvoir Christian
Academy/Lutheran
School!

t is with much joy that I reach out to
you and share the NEW momentum
here at Belvoir Christian Academy/
Lutheran School. We’re excited to
share news and accomplishments with
our school and church families as well
as our alumni and friends. While we
have some new things to share, one
thing that hasn’t changed is our team’s
commitment to developing the whole
child and providing quality learning in
a Christ-centered environment. Our
focus is to nurture the development
of a child’s spiritual, social, emotional,

physical and cognitive needs. We also
cultivate the natural desire to learn
and hope to inspire a life-long love of
learning.

Inside ...

Top 10 Ways

Our School and
Church Supporters
Have Made a
Difference at
Belvoir Christian
Academy

Please read more about a few of the
ways BCA is growing. We hope you’ll
partner with our school in helping to
sustain, improve, grow and flourish for
many years and generations of learners
to come!
Joyfully in Christ,
David Topp
Principal
Belvoir Christan Academy / Lutheran School

NEW ROOF

B

elvoir Christian Academy/The
Lutheran School community has
a rich history that dates back to
the 19th century, officially established
in 1887. Students from the late 1800s
to the mid-1900s attended school in
a small church building in downtown
Chattanooga. In 1951, we planted
a new building on Belvoir Avenue.

Twenty years later, our school fell
victim to a fire, destroying much of
the facility. However, with the help
of several architects and donors, our
current school home was complete
in 1973. Since that time, our roof has
had several repairs, but 2019 called
for a complete overhaul, and we began
the process of replacing our roof, one

stage at a time. Thanks to so many who
pitched in this summer, we raised over
$26,000 to help with Phase 1 of our
roof project! Phase 2 of the repairs will
begin in 2020. We can now confidently
say, Let it rain! Let it rain!

Right: new roof installation.
Below: First Immanuel Church and School,
downtown Chattanooga, 1887

LED LIGHTS

T

o increase the visual quality in
our classrooms and decrease
utility expenses over time, we
updated lighting in every classroom
and hallway with LED lighting,
including our largest space, the
gymnasium. The addition of timer
lights in a few of
our restrooms
also allows for
energy savings
when facilities are
not in use.
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GOOGLE CHROMEBOOKS

F

or success in high school and
beyond, our students must
be proficient in all types of
technology.
Thanks to our Parent-Teacher League
fundraisers and those who have
supported selling efforts, we’ve
provided an allotment of Google
Chromebooks for each student to use
during the school day. Beginning in
kindergarten, students are introduced
to keyboarding skills, with our older
students utilizing the Chromebooks
to regularly complete assignments.
This year, we will be upgrading our

collection with 20 new Chromebooks
to ensure that students have the most
up-to-date features.

O

ver the summer,
volunteers
refurbished a
classroom by adding updated
countertops, cabinets,
tables, chairs and work areas
designed to allow students
to experiment and create
more efficiently. Additionally,
“Makerspace Labs” are
increasingly implemented
in schools to offer students
more creative, hands-on
opportunities to design,
experiment, build and
invent simply by working
on everyday items that they
disassemble, rebuild and
recreate. Thanks to some
incredibly skilled volunteers,
our students now have an
updated space in which they
can learn and explore.

Above: Science and Makerspace Construction Volunteers
Ron Morris, Bob Wingard and Bob Twomey worked throughout the
summer to convert the classroom into the new lab.

SCIENCE AND
MAKERSPACE LAB
OZOBOTS

W

elcome to the 21st century! By definition, an
Ozobot is a “smart robot that can follow lines or
roam freely on an Ipad or paper surface, detect
colors and be programmed using visual codes, helping students
learn hands-on about robotics, math and programming.” Math,
science and technology are all integral parts of the work that
Generation Z will be doing in decades to come, and we’re
preparing them now for those future careers.
Thanks to our donors who purchased the first set of 18
Ozobots! They’re an excellent teaching tool for the
STEM activities.

TEACHER WORK ROOM & LOUNGE

C

omplete renovations in our teacher lounge
have provided staff a relaxing and clutter-free
space to prepare class projects and enjoy
breaks. New carpet, countertops, paint and updated
furnishings and appliances refreshed the area.
We appreciate our team of volunteers who
completed the updates and many donors who
provided gifts to purchase materials.
Right: Volunteer, Rick Dahlke, helps refurbish the Teacher
Work Room and Lounge.

Belvoir Christian Academy / Lutheran School
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Updated Girls’ Locker Room

LOCKER ROOM RENOVATIONS

A

fter a decade or more of sports seasons, the time
had come to update our girls’ and boys’ locker
rooms. New LED lights were installed in both
locker rooms, with remaining improvements being mostly
cosmetic.
Volunteers painted, caulked windows, washed curtains and
removed some of the unused lockers. The BCA athletes and
visitors will enjoy the newly-renovated areas for the 20192020 sports season.

Updated Boys’ Locker Room

NEW FENCING
AND SIGNAGE
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K

Locker Room Volunteers – front row, l. to r.: Tim Fuller, Peggy Bilsten,
Allen Stephens. Back row, L to R: Robert Brown, Paulette Jackson,
Sheila Stephens, Frank Streufert.

eeping our campus safe is a priority. Part of that is ensuring that the
fencing surrounding our playground and soccer field remain in good
repair to keep our children in monitored areas.

We’ll be adding on and repairing the fencing this fall, funded in part by donors
and our Parent-Teacher League. Additional items on the list of improvements
include painting our flagpole on the front lawn as well as installing new signage
on the front of the building.

RECREATIONAL
AREAS

GAGA BALL PIT

G

aga Ball is the new and improved Dodge Ball, and it’s a big
hit here at BCA!

It’s a fast-paced, high energy sport
played in an octagonal pit, with players
using a soft foam ball to strike opponents, aiming only below the knees.
Once hit, players are eliminated from

the pit, leaving those who have
dodged the ball left in the pit and
deemed the winners.
We appreciate 2017 alumnus, Micah
Bean, for volunteering his time and
skills to build the new pit. He chose to
serve BCA in this capacity to complete
his final Eagle Scout service project.

Micah
Bean

NEW MULCH FOR
PLAYGROUNDS

R

eplacing the wooden chips
with new rubberized mulch has
improved the safety of the play
areas stationed outside of our Pre-K1
and Pre-K2 classrooms.
Eliminating possible splintering
and providing a more cushioned
surface for our active toddlers was
a great improvement. We appreciate
the volunteers who helped with
spreading and placement of the
mulch in these areas.

Volunteers Arthur Massingill, Dale Catlin, Alan Keys and Robert Torres spent a Saturday
morning re-mulching our pre-school play areas.

THANK YOU ALL FOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE!
Belvoir Christian Academy / Lutheran School
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PARENT-TEACHER
LEAGUE (PTL) EVENTS

M

ALUM

uffins with Mom, Doughnuts
with Dad, The Candy Cane
Christmas Shop and much
more are provided by the time and
efforts of our volunteer parents,
grandparents and supporting church
members.
Many of the annual events have been
part of our students’ lives here for
decades, and we appreciate that these
traditions continue for our current
students.
Mark Your Calendars!
• Candy Cane Shop Week
Dec. 2 – 6, 2019
• Christmas Program
Dec. 17, 2019
• National Lutheran Schools
Week/Scholastic Book Fair
Mar. 2 – 6, 2020
• Grandparents’ Day
Mar. 6, 2020
• Doughnuts with Dad
Feb. 14, 2020
• Muffins with Mom
Apr. 3, 2020
• Spring Fling Dance/Talent Show
Apr. 24, 2020

ADAM MULLINAX

2012 BCA Alumnus
2016 Boyd-Buchanan

As a senior at the University
of Tennessee, Knoxville (UTK),
Adam is pursuing a dual major in
Sports Management and Business
Administration with a concentration in Marketing.
He also serves as an intern in the Event Management and
Marketing departments of the UTK Athletic Department,
currently assisting the Volunteers Football program with game-day
operations.
Adam continues his love of sports in his free time by taking part
in the seasonal intramural sports offered at UTK.

OLIVIA BERGER

BCA Elementary Alumnus
2014 Girls’ Preparatory School

Olivia received her B.S. in
Mechanical Engineering, Magna
Cum Laude, from the University of
Tennessee, Knoxville in May 2019.

Eradesa Stroud and Clark Griffey go
“Christmas shopping” in the annual PTL
Candy Cane Shop.
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She resides in Chattanooga and works at Signal Energy as a project
engineer, with an environmental focus on building solar and wind farms.
She enjoys spending time riding horses, hiking and gardening.

UMNI ACCOMPLISHMENTS
TRACY KIMBALL-GREEN

1984 Lutheran School Alumnus
1988 Girls’ Preparatory School
Tracy and her family reside close
to Bangor, Maine.
Her career path led to the field of
medical records coding, but her hobby and
passion is acting and directing at a number of theater companies.
Tracy recently directed “Steel Magnolias” in her town’s local
theater, and said her love of acting blossomed at the Lutheran
School when she played the housekeeper in “The Fall of the House
of Usher” directed by former Lutheran School teacher, Mrs. Collins.

GARET BAKER

2010 BCA Alumnus
2014 Boyd-Buchanan

We’d love to
hear from you!
If you attended
Belvoir Christian
Academy/Lutheran
School, please let
us know of recent
accomplishments or
how to contact you
to keep you posted
on “All Things BCA”.
Send information/
photos to
admissions@bcalions.org
or call
423-622-3755,
ext. 12.

Garet is currently working as an
electrical engineering associate after
earning his B.S. from the University of
Tennessee, Knoxville in 2018 in Electrical
Engineering, concentrating his studies in Power and Energy.
Leisure time is spent hunting, boating and watching UT sports.

Belvoir Christian Academy / Lutheran School
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Follow Us!

Facebook.com/BCALIONSCHATT/

Twitter.com/BCALIONSCHATT

Instagram.com/bcalions1887/

BCALIONS.org

