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135 Years of Making Disciples for Jesus,
Encouraging Lifelong Learners, and
Valuing Students in a Nurturing Community
Fall 2022

Celebrations, Accomplishments and Goals

T

his year marks 135 years of the
establishment of The Lutheran
School in Chattanooga.
Over those years, the former families,
volunteers, alumni, church and
community supporters have helped
BCA grow and flourish into the school
it is today. We thank each person, from
those who planted our school and
church in downtown Chattanooga in
1887, to those today who participate
on our School Board and ParentTeacher League, families who have
chosen BCA as their child’s school
and for those who pray for our
school each day.
I want to share with you a review of
celebrations and accomplishments from
the 2021-2022 school year, as well as
a few goals and programs for 20222023. Our faculty and staff worked
diligently over the summer to enhance
their skills through training, updated
classrooms and developed relationships
with their new students and families.
We welcomed 16 new students into
our elementary and middle school,
numerous children in our child care and
pre-school, as well as a new third grade
teacher and two new staff members.

David Topp
Principal

2022-2023 Enrollment
• Kindergarten – 8th – 86
• Infants – Pre-K4 – 106
Student and Staff Celebrations
from 2021-2022
• The volleyball team finished the
season at 6 and 1, coached by
Sidney Ware, kindergarten teacher, and
Sarah Barber, fourth grade teacher/
Athletic Director.
• Intramural flag football was
added for spring.
• We’ve held four “Helping Hands” work
days in 2022, attended by 15 volunteers
who helped with pruning, fence-mending,
painting, playground repair and more.
• Grandparents’ Day, Arts Night and the
middle school play returned last spring.
• We hired a new custodian and
added IT duties to a current staff member.
Both team members bring talent to
improve campus maintenance as well as
repairs and updates to our infrastructure
systems.
Academics
A number of faculty members completed
individual professional development in
addition to team training. This includes
our kindergarten through fourth grade
teachers who received training to support
students who process reading differently due
to dyslexia. This was completed through the
Orton-Gillingham national training program.
Data from *STAR Reading
75% of first through eighth grade students are
reading at or above grade level
• 2019-2020: Schoolwide - 54% at
or above grade level
• 2020-2021: Schoolwide - 63% at
or above grade level
86% of third grade students are reading at or
above grade level
• 2020-2021: Third grade students at 83%
or above grade level

• Kindergarten students at 82% or
above grade level
Data from STAR Math
76% of first through eighth grade
students are at or above grade level.
• 2020-2021: First through eighth
grade students at 84% or above
grade level
*STAR Assessments in reading and math
are short tests that provide teachers with
learning data. Students complete a series of
these on Google Chromebooks throughout
the year to help measure growth.
2022-2023
• We expanded our Response to
Intervention (RTI) program for pre-K
and middle school students and
began offering paid tutoring services
for after-school academic support in
individual and small groups.
• We will offer extras “mini courses”
during the last hour of school
on Wednesdays.
• Our Parent-Teacher League
volunteers are organizing more events
to encourage family volunteers and
student participation.
Professional Development within the
Lutheran Synod/Mid-South District
• Erin McCall, middle school teacher,
and Principal David Topp served on
the accreditation team for Immanuel
Lutheran School, Memphis.
• Principal Topp served on the
leadership team for the summer
2022 Mid-South District Leadership
conference.
Benefits Provided to Our Team
• Kindergarten through eighth grade
teachers received a 5% increase to
base pay.
• Children’s Center staff received an
hourly wage increase of $2 per hour.
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WELCOME, NEW FACULTY AND STAFF
Jennifer Goss
Business Office Assistant

Christine Morkert
Office Manager

“My family and I recently relocated to
Chattanooga from Carson City, Nev.,
and I’m the proud mother of two BCA
students, Gabe, 13, and Ayden, 4, and
excited to join the BCA family and staff!
I studied finance and accounting at
Western Nevada College, and I plan to
continue my education through Western
Governors University.
In my free time, I enjoy the outdoors with
my family.”

“I may be new to BCA’s
staff, but this ministry has
been a part of my family
for many years. David
Morkert, my father-in-law,
was a music teacher here
at BCA when he passed
away in 2002. My husband,
Andrew, and I have been
married 27 years, and have
three children, Natalie,
22, who just graduated
from my alma mater,
UTC, along with Jacob, 21, and Callie, 18. Jacob and
Callie attend UTC and work in BCA’s after school care.
God has now led me here after directing a local preschool for ten years, followed by being a Related Arts
Computer teacher for four years at Wallace A.
Smith Elementary. Serving God while
working with children brings me
GREAT joy, and I am looking
forward to meeting all of you.
I also love playing games,
drinking coffee and going to
the movies.”

Lisa Randall
Third Grade Teacher
“I grew up in a Lutheran family of teachers
and attended Valparaiso University,
Indiana. Upon college graduation, I taught
in a number of Lutheran and Christian
schools in Illinois and Connecticut for 20
years, in addition to being home with my
children, Sean, 8 and Ian, 10. We recently
moved to Ooltewah, Tenn. for my husband,
Justin, to continue his growing career.
I love Jesus, reading, being outdoors,
spending time with kids and watching
them enjoy learning and growing. They
end up teaching me a lot as well!”

CELEBRATING OUR TEACHERS

CROSS COUNTRY
CONGRATS

P

re-K3 teacher, Rhonda Cross,
recently published her first
book, “Regarding JoyAnna
Marie”, a novella relaying her
significant life experiences.
Rhonda began writing the book in
high school, but abandoned the
project due to discouragement
from teachers, and a belief that her learning disability
would inhibit quality work. After 24 years, she finalized
her publication, and sent it to be published.

She said that the book is about the need and power
of forgiveness, and hopes to inspire others to
achieve their goals, despite barriers that others put
before them.
Her book is available online at Amazon and Barnes
and Noble.
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C
Maxwell
Blevins,
fourth
grade

ongratulations to these
Cross County athletes
for placing in the top
15 at recent meets.
Eradesa Stroud, third grade,
William McCall, fourth grade,
and Margret McCall (back),
seventh grade
Thompson
Guy,
seventh
grade, and
Stratton
Guy, sixth
grade

SUPPORTING OUR CHILDREN

R

BCA’s program is offered to
ecognizing and responding proactively to student’s
students in kindergarten through
academic needs – That’s the primary goal in adding
eighth grade in either a small
our new Response to Intervention (RTI)) program, led
group or one-on-one
by Jamie Sunderland, and assisted by Ann
“RTI aims to
setting.
Bolden, first grade teacher, and Kathleen
Pacenti, former BCA parent who also
identify struggling
Kathleen Pacenti
specializes in supporting students with
works with our
students early on
dyslexia.
kindergarten

through benchmark

students, primarily
“RTI is a multi-tier approach to student
assessments
and
focusing on
learning,” said Sunderland. “What this
Ann Bolden
gives them the
expanding their
means is, just as all children are not the
same, not all
support they need to phonics foundation. Ann Bolden focuses on
first and second grade students who need
learners will learn
thrive in school.”
additional support in reading and phonics,
the same way.”
while Jamie Sunderland meets with the
BCA’s program
third through eighth grade students who need support in
is designed to meet the diverse
needs of all our students, whether reading, writing and math.
that need is phonics, reading,
“We’re already seeing the positive
writing or math.
results of RTI,” Sunderland
“RTI is not a ‘wait and see’
approach to academic success,”
she continued. “Instead, RTI aims
Kathleen Pacenti
to identify struggling students
early on through benchmark assessments and gives them the
support they need to thrive in school.”

concluded. “I love seeing their
faces light up when they feel
they’ve mastered a skill they’ve
been struggling with in the
classroom. I definitely feel that
RTI has been fulfilling for me as a
teacher, and hope to continue in
the program here at BCA.”

Jamie Sunderland

MOMS IN PRAYER

L

ast year, a parent volunteer started
a “Moms in Prayer” group at BCA
to be intentional about praying
for our students each week. Mothers,
grandmothers, aunts and other women
met via Zoom to pray each week, and the
group is gathering again this school year to
continue this mission.

Carling and Joe
Wilson with son,
Zechariah

“Moms in Prayer” is an international
organization that started in 1984
from one mother’s concern for her
boys who were starting middle school
and facing temptations that often
arise in those formative years. In her

requests to a few moms to join her in
praying without ceasing, this small group
of women grew into an international
organization.
Carling Wilson, mom of Zechariah, Pre-K4,
is heading up the group this year, with
prayer meetings held each Friday at noon
for one hour, via Zoom.
The group is open to mothers,
grandmothers, aunts, female guardians or
any female who is interested in supporting
our students in this manner. For more
information on how to be involved, please
call BCA at 423-622-3755, ext. 12.
Belvoir Christian Academy / Lutheran School
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ALUMNI ACCOMPLISHMENTS: The Class of 2
A decade in the lives of these BCA
eighth grade graduates has brought
several life transitions. As one of the
largest graduating classes in the 2000s,
the 16 graduates of 2012 have taken
a variety of paths after leaving their
childhood school to begin high school,
following with college and work, and
for some, marriage and family. Their
time at The Lutheran School/Belvoir
Christian Academy continues to impact
their lives today, still valuing friendships
and teachers who made lasting
impressions and benefitting from the
Christian values they learned each day.
Brenley Baker
“I graduated from
The University
of Tennessee at
Chattanooga in
2020 with a degree
in Elementary
Education, and will graduate later
this year with a Master’s degree in
Education. I’m currently teaching first
grade in the Walker County school
system, where my mother, Shana
Baker, also teaches. Next June, I will be
getting married
as well.”
“I remember the many friendships and
relationships that I created at BCA.
Thinking back on my time there makes
me happy. It felt like my second home.”
Brenley Baker, pictured with mother,
Shana Baker, a former BCA teacher who
taught these students during their time
at BCA.
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Morgan Finley
“I graduated from
Middle Tennessee
State University with
a B.S. in Forensics,
and currently
working as a 911
telecommunicator for Hamilton County
(Chattanooga). We answer 911 and
other calls to the local police and
sheriff’s department as well as handle
most radio traffic for them.”
“The thing I enjoyed about BCA was that
the staff and teachers were all so friendly
and welcoming that it felt like a second
home going to school.”
Keven Heck
“I graduated from
the University
of Tennessee at
Chattanooga, in
2020 with a B.S.
in Psychology, and
am now in my second year of working
on my Master’s degree in social work.
Until graduation next spring, I will
continue as an intern case manager at
the Chattanooga Community Kitchen
and serving at Tony’s Pasta Shop on the
weekends.”
“One of the things I always remembered
and enjoyed from BCA were the Field
Days and the kind teachers.”
Abby Hill
“I started pre-school
at BCA in 2000 when
it was The Lutheran
School.”
“I loved going to BCA
because every single
teacher made me feel special. BCA has
always had so much to offer, and I’m so
excited that my daughter, Kynleigh, now
gets to experience it as well in her first
year of pre-school.”

Hayden Hoge
“I’m attending
Kennesaw State
University and
will graduate
in 2023 with a
Bachelor’s degree
in Information Technology. Previously,
I earned two Associate Degrees
in networking (Cisco focus) and
cybersecurity. I’m also working at
McKee Foods in Collegedale, Tenn. as
a Lead Software QA intern to test new
features, and I have a project that I’m
leading to automate our testing so that
we can more quickly release updates
to users.”
“My most fond memory of my time at
BCA is just the amount of fun the boys
and I all used to have. It’s one of those
things that when you look back on it, you
wish you would have known that those
were some of the most fun times you’d
ever have. I really hope that everyone is
doing well and having the most fun that
they can have.”
NaTasia JonesFeaster
“I’m currently
enrolled in
Chattanooga College
studying Aesthetics,
and I have a fiveyear-old daughter, NaOmi who
complete Pre-K4 at BCA.”
“My classmates from BCA are what I
value most. They were like my family
away from home, and they made each
day memorable in a special way.”

f 2012, 10 Years Later: Where Are They Now?
Bailey Kennedy
“After high school,
I had the privilege
of playing collegiate
softball at Tusculum
University in
Greeneville, Tenn,
earning a B.S. in Sport Science along
with a minor in Coaching in 2020. I
recently moved to Atlanta and work as
an Operations Generalist for a staffing
agency that recruits travel nurses and
teachers around the U.S.”
“Looking back on my time at BCA, I
wouldn’t trade anything. What I value
most are the teachers and classmates I
met while I was there. Being a smaller
school, you learn to get close to those
around you. I’ve learned to value those
types of environments because they
don’t come around often.”
Adam Mullinax
“I attended the
University of
Tennessee at
Knoxville for my
undergraduate
degree and majored
in Sports Management and Business
Management. Earlier this year, I
earned a Master’s degree in Sports
Management from Belmont University.
I work at Lipscomb University Athletic
Department as an operations assistant
to coordinate events, games and
functions for the athletic department
as well as assist in grounds work.”

Claudia Nelson
“I graduated from
Mississippi State
University in 2020
and majored in
computer science,
and currently work
as a software engineer.”
“What I remember most from BCA is the
smell of the hamburgers, watermelon
and cookies on Field Day, designing
T-shirts for the fall carnival, the General
Store, the epic jar shop, and of course, all
the wonderful friends I made!”
Alex Patton
“I’m looking forward
to graduating in
May 2023 with an
Associate’s degree in
Respiratory Therapy
from Chattanooga
State Technical
Community College. Following, I
will continue to work at Memorial
Hospital in the RT program and finish
my Bachelor’s degree in Biology. I love
working with patients and learning
more about the technology used to
treat them. I also look forward to
celebrating the one-year anniversary of
marriage to my wife, Penny.”
“My time and education at BCA meant
a lot to me. I can’t imagine not being in
a school with such a loving, Christian
environment. I will always keep the
wonderful memories of my life at BCA.”

Abey Taylor
“I work at the
Chattanooga
Autism Center and
at LifeCare Center
of Ooltewah. I love
them both so much!
I graduated from Lee university with a
major in Communications, and double
minor in Literature and Writing.”
“My time at BCA impacted me for years
to come and prepared me well for high
school. I would not be who I am now
without the experiences I had there.”

We’d love to hear
from you!
If you attended Belvoir
Christian Academy/Lutheran
School, please let us know of
recent accomplishments or
how to contact you to keep you
posted on “All Things BCA”.
Send information/ photos to
admissions@bcacademy.org
or call
423-622-3755, ext. 12.

“What I valued most at BCA is getting to
learn in an environment that taught us
values that I hold close to this day.
As well as being around people who
pushed you to be the best student,
athlete and person.”

Belvoir Christian Academy / Lutheran School
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THE CLASS OF 2022

(Front row, l. to r.) Edith McCall, Valedictorian,
Ansley Audirsch, Cruz Newton-Jackson,
Nellie Ross, Lexi Freeman).
(Back row, l. to r.) Joseph McGee, Salutatorian,
Ivy Stephens-Burnette, Sophie Stephens-Burnette,
Desmond Steinkirschner.

S

tudents from the eighth grade
graduating class of 2022 have
just begun high school, each on
their own academic path to reach the
next graduation milestone. We miss
seeing them this year, but we’ve sent
them off well-prepared academically
and spiritually to meet the challenges
that lie ahead.
Lexie Freeman and Cruz NewtonJackson chose the STEM School
Chattanooga, located on the
Chattanooga State Technical
Community College.
Nellie Ross is studying at home virtually
through a classical tutorial offered from
Mulberry Academy, Montgomery, Ala.
For several years, Joseph McGee,
salutatorian, had aspired to attend The
McCallie School. Thanks to his diligence
and academic training from BCA, he is
now attending McCallie.
Edith McCall, the 2022 valedictorian,
is attending Boyd-Buchanan. She has
joined the soccer team and continues
to cultivate her artistic talent.
Sisters Ivy and Sydney StephensBurnette, along with classmate,
Ansley Audirsch, are combining homeschool and on-campus studies through
Hilger Higher Learning.
Desmond Steinkirschner is attending
Hamilton Heights Christian Academy.
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READING STAR DOES IT AGAIN

F

or the third consecutive
year, fourth grader, Jeffrey
Stubblefield, is honored as the
winner of Tennessee’s summer reading
program, “Tristar Reads” competition.
Jeffrey surpassed the top contenders
in the elementary, middle and high
school levels by reading 30,150
minutes over the summer. He will be
awarded $1,000 through the Tristar
529 College Fund.
Last fall, Jeffrey and his family were
invited to the Governor’s mansion in
Nashville to be recognized by Gov. Bill
Lee and other state representatives
who attended to give mention to
program participants. This year,
Jeffrey celebrated his accomplishment
and recognition in a school-wide
assembly on campus with members of

E

ach Wednesday morning at
the end of chapel, students are
recognized by Principal Topp
for the good deeds they “get caught”
doing throughout the week. Teachers
and staff are encouraged to observe
and recognize students when they are
showing kindness by helping a fellow
student, displaying respect or simply
doing a good deed for which they
were not asked to do.
Grason Gonzalez,
kindergarten
(middle), showed
selflessness at
a recent school
assembly to kick off
the annual BCA Fun Run. Students had
fun catching a few light-up footballs
that were tossed during the assembly,
and at the end, Grason gave the ball he
had caught to a fellow student because
he thought she would enjoy it.
Ashton Guthrie, fifth grade (right), was
also recognized for showing respect to
his fellow classmates.

(Back row, l. to r.) East Ridge City Economic
Development and Community Relations
Coordinator, Cameron McAllister, Amy and John
Stubblefield, BCA Principal David Topp, Meredith
McGann, Tennesseeans for Success Outreach
Coordinator and Sky Arnold, Tennesseans for
Success Communications Director, pictured (front
row) with Jeffrey Stubblefield, and sibling,
Julia Stubblefield.

Tennesseeans for Success and an East
Ridge City representative.
BCA is proud of Jeffrey for being
awarded for his tremendous love
of reading.

WHOPPING GOOD DEEDS
During lunch
recently, a student
dropped a lunch
tray, and without
asking, J-J Martin,
second grade (left)
stopped eating and immediately
helped clean up her spilled lunch.
Dat Cao, eighth grade (right), also
showed selflessness by giving up an
ice cream for himself to purchase one
for a student who did not have one.
Third grader,
Sylas Buchanan,
made a birthday
card for Principal
Topp’s father,
and fellow
classmate, Claire
Petty (right) gave a consoling hug to a
friend who was feeling frustrated over
an assignment.
We thank all of these students for
showing the love and kindness that
Christ continues to show us.

FITNESS FUN DRAISING

C

ookie dough, magazines, candles, wrapping
paper…running? Fun Runs are the new kid on
the block when it comes to school fundraisers.
Thanks to many BCA/Lutheran School Parent-Teacher
league volunteers who have headed up a variety of
annual fundraisers over the years, BCA has received
new playground equipment, Google Chromebooks,
glassboards, classroom supplies, library books and
much more.
For the past three years, our PTL has shifted from
selling catalog and food items to the Boosterthon Fun
Run. To raise funds, students request pledges for laps
they will walk and run on the day of the event.
Last year, BCA received over $19,000 in profits from
the Fun Run to update one of our pre-school

playground areas. Prior to
that, Fun Run profits were
used to to build an outdoor classroom.
For 2022, pledges will work toward renovating our
library and adding a walking track.

SPRING 2022 EVENTS

L

ast spring, our students
celebrated the comeback of
special events that had been
missing from the school calendar
for two years – Arts Night and
Grandparents’ Day. Families were
excited to be back on campus to
share in these school traditions.

Middle School Play
and Arts Night

The BCA/Lutheran School
gymnasium stage has seen many
plays over the past decades, but
this year was especially meaningful.
The middle schoolers worked
together to bring the audience
“Simply Cinderalla”, a humorous spin
on the original tale. Each middle
school student had a part in the

production, from acting to scene/
costume design to lighting.

Mrs. McCall’s middle school
students created a variety of
pieces to display at BCA’s annual
Arts Night using pastels, chalk,
markers and modeling clay to create
desertscapes, exotic bird art, playing
card “grid art”, three-dimensional
flowers and motivational posters.

Grandparents’
Day

David and Jo
Ratchford with
Joseph McGee, and
Alex Roe (front).

A morning
to celebrate
the special
bond between
grandparents and
grandchildren.

Student Artwork

Watercolor landscapes by Mrs.
Barber’s fourth graders were inspired
by Austrian visual artist, Friedensreich
Hundertwasser, whose artistic style
included
lines,
spirals and
vibrant
colors.
Incorporating
Christ’s love into
art, Mrs. Ware’s
kindergarteners
learned to use
water colors to
paint Jesus’ cross.
Mrs. Sara’s Pre-K4 class makes the
BCA campus
beautiful
by planting
flowers
outside
of their
classroom.

Belvoir Christian Academy / Lutheran School
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VOLUNTEER HIGHLIGHTS
Welcome, Chrissy Percy,
New Parent-Teacher League President

Thank You, Allen and
Sheila Stephens

Chrissy Percy,
parent of Brooklyn,
second grade, and
Cruz, first grade, has
volunteered to be
PTL President for
2022-2023. She has
volunteered for many
events since her children started in our
early child care program, most recently
heading up the Boosterthon Fun Run as
well as the annual PTL Back-to-School
Family Night. Thank you, Chrissy, for
taking on this role for BCA. There will
be many volunteer opportunities for
families in the coming months.

BCA appreciates each volunteer who
has given of their time and resources
to make BCA the best it can be for our
students. However, we especially want
to recognize the many years of the
volunteer efforts given by Allen and
Sheila Stephens.
The Stephens’ granddaughters, Ivy and
Sidney, graduated from the 8th grade
this spring after having been at BCA
since Pre-K3. Their sons, Kirk and Glen,
also attended The Lutheran School in
the 1980s, during which time, they also
spent volunteering.
The Stephens left a legacy of incredible
volunteer endeavors, such as Cookie
Dough and Fun Run fundraising, PTL
event coordinating and an abundance of
grounds work and improvements.

Allen has also been
a member of the
BCA School Board
for a number of
years, leading
efforts in property
maintenance. Their
tireless work has
brought many great additions to BCA,
and we will always remember their
smiling faces and tireless efforts.

Follow Us!
Facebook.com/BCALIONSCHATT/
Twitter.com/BCALIONSCHATT
Instagram.com/bcalions1887/
Belvoir Christian Academy
BCALIONS.org

